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3. Abstract:  Description of proposed presentation – 250 word maximum, 12 pt. font.  Please refer to the Call for Proposals Rubric to ensure that your abstract covers all of the required criteria.  
There is a felt need among many instructors of ESL in the ABE world that they missed out by not taking coursework in TESOL for adults.  In fact, many ABE/ESL instructors came to the field with qualifications such as K-12 licensure in various content areas, a BA in a foreign language or international relations, or experience in a social service setting.  These teachers are often missing some of the basics of good TESOL for adults teaching practice from their toolkits.

 We would like to present a summary version of the main topics presented in a TESOL methods course, and relate those topics to the context of teaching ESL to adult immigrants and refugees.  For example, we will discuss the basic approaches to TESOL, and the advantages to students of blending these approaches.  We will highlight staying aware of the needs of the learners, and demonstrate how that is critical to teaching choices.  We will talk about issues such as wait time, teacher talk, display questions versus information questions, presentation leading to meaningful practice, and the importance of recycling and scaffolding.  We will leave participants with the starting foundation they need for moving forward as learners of methods for teaching ESL to adults.  In addition, they will receive a list of resources for further learning.
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